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However, notwithstanding this calamity and
these superstitions, the remaining porters of
the Expedition soon took a light-hearted view
of things. They held simply that the men's
time had come. If their time had not come
they would not have died. It had come and
they had died. There was no need to say more.
That was their fatalistic creed. And they were
perfectly ready to join another Everest Expedition.
If it was written they would die on Everest they
would die. If it was written that they would
not die they wouldn't. There was an end of
the matter.
The calamity did not therefore in the least
discourage them or others. And they and their
fellows came forward just as readily for the next
as they had for this Expedition.
Nevertheless, the climbers themselves were
deeply concerned at the disaster. They felt it as
a slur on their character as mountaineers. But, if
slur it was, Mallory and Somervell amply removed
it two years later on this very same spot, as we
shall presently hear.